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A READING ACTIVITY FOR ENGLISH STUDENTS
ANA Mª BLAS VICENTE
INTRODUCTION
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Was Robin Hood a real person? Probably not. But English records from the Middle Ages do tell of desperate criminals who ran into the woods to hide from the law and lived in bands, robbing those who passed through their gloomy glens.

The Robin Hood stories come to us from ballads popular in the 13th century. A ballad is a song or poem that usually tells a story. Ballads have rhyming four-line stanzas, sometimes followed by a chorus. You’ll find verses from these old ballads introducing each chapter of our story.

The Robin Hood ballads were also performed as skits. In the 1400s, towns across England held games and plays in Robin Hood’s name. In early summer a procession of villagers led by someone dressed as Robin Hood went to a neighbouring village, where they performed a skit. Usually it showed how Robin Hood made a daring rescue. They collected money for their performance and spent it on such things as road repair.

Robin Hood became a popular hero because he represented the ordinary person’s desire to be treated fairly. Medieval society had three ranks: the nobility, the men of the church and, lastly, common folk. The nobles were responsible for worldly welfare and the churchmen for spiritual welfare. That is, the duty of the nobility was to defend Christian lands with their lives. The duty of the clergy was to shepherd souls toward heaven and plead for God’s blessings. The duty of common men was to keep everyone fed.

As the leaders of Christianity, nobles and clergy should act in Christian ways toward the common people. They should treat them with love, charity and goodness and, of course, according to the law. But what powerful men declare to be the law is not necessarily what either religious faith or fair reasoning would call justice. Thus it often happened that the common people often hated their local authorities and grumbled against anyone who enjoyed luxuries. Robin Hood rejects unjust laws, seeing them as the will of wicked and greedy men.

Proving that many distinctions society makes between the high and the low ranks are false, Robin Hood shows that chivalry, the medieval code of courtesy and courage.
WEBSITES
You can press the following links to get more information about him:

· A BEGINNER’S  GUIDE TO ROBIN HOOD
· THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD
FILM TRAILERS
· ROBIN HOOD PRINCE OF THIEVES
· ROBIN HOOD LAST BBC VERSION
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ROBIN HOOD OLD VERSION
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TO CHECK YOUR ENGLISH ACTIVITIES PRESS THIS APPLE.

VOCABULARY
We are going to revise the vocabulary of the following words in the book. Fill in this chart:
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Vocabulary Word 
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Robin Hood Character Map
Fill in the following chart with the main features of Robin Hood.
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Little John Character Map

Fill in the following chart with the main features of Little John.
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Story Map

Fill in the story map chart.


                                  CHARACTERS

                                   SETTING

                                                  PROBLEM
                                 

                                  SOLUTION

Sequencing for Chapter Twelve

According to chapter twelve put these events in order of when they occurred. Write the correct number in the blank beside the event. 
_______King Henry enters the arena on a white charger ad Queen Eleanor follows. 
_______The King discovers that the Queen’s five archers are Robin Hood and his fellow outlaws and changes his agreement of amnesty to only forty days. 
_______Crowds of people gathers to be seated for the great archery contest. 
_______The Queen makes a bet with the King that if she finds five archers who can outshoot the King’s ten, the King will grant her men full amnesty. 
_______The King’s archer compete in a contest against each other with Tempus winning. 
_______The five King’s archers and the five Queen’s archers compete against each other in an archery contest. 
_______Robin Hood wins the contest and is granted amnesty for forty days.

QUESTIONS
Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 

1. Who was Robin Hood? __________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Give the name of three members of Robin Hood’s gang. ________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Where did Robin Hood and his men live? ________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Who was the enemy of Robin Hood? ________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Give two physical traits for Friar Tuck and two character traits___________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


ADJECTIVES

Highlight in yellow all adjectives in the following passage as in the example:
One of the greatest of the royal preserves was Sherwood Forest, near the town of Nottingham.  Here for some years lived one Hugh Fitzooth as Head Forester, with his wife and little son Robert.  The boy had been born in Lockesley town in the year 1160, records say, and was often called Lockesley, or Rob of Lockesley.  He was a handsome, well-built boy, and as soon as he was strong enough to walk, his chief delight was to go with his father into the forest.  As soon as his right arm grew strong enough, he learned to draw the long bow and shoot a true arrow.  On winter evenings his greatest joy was to hear his father tell of Will o’ the Green, the bold outlaw who for many summers defied the King’s Foresters and feasted with his men upon the King’s deer.  And on stormy days the boy learned to whittle out a straight shaft for the long bow, and fit it with grey goose feathers.
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KEY TO THE EXERCISES
VOCABULARY: Possible answers:

Vocabulary Word 







Robin Hood Character Map


Little John Character Map
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Story Map


                                  CHARACTERS

                Allan A Dale, Robin Hood, Much, Friar Tuck, Bishop,                       
                  Bride, Bride’s brother

                                   SETTING
                               Sherwood Forest, Plympton Church

                                                  PROBLEM
       Allan A Dale was pledged to be married to a young maid but she was 

                given away in marriage by her brother to an old knight.
                                 

                                  SOLUTION

                 Robin pretends to be a strolling minstrel and receives 

         permission from the Bishop to play at the wedding. When the time 

         came for him to play, he played his bugle and summoned his men

            and bound the brother as Allan-a-Dale married his love.
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Sequencing for Chapter Twelve

According to chapter twelve put these events in order of when they occurred. Write the correct number in the blank beside the event. 
____2___ King Henry enters the arena on a white charger ad Queen Eleanor follows. 
____5___ The King discovers that the Queen’s five archers are Robin Hood and his fellow outlaws and changes his agreement of amnesty to only forty days. 
____1___ Crowds of people gathers to be seated for the great archery contest. 
____3___ The Queen makes a bet with the King that if she finds five archers who can outshoot the King’s ten, the King will grant her men full amnesty. 
____4___ The King’s archer compete in a contest against each other with Tempus winning. 
____6___ The five King’s archers and the five Queen’s archers compete against each other in an archery contest. 
____7___ Robin Hood wins the contest and is granted amnesty for forty days.
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QUESTIONS
Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 

1. Who was Robin Hood? 
   Robin Hood was an outlaw who lived with his gang in Sherwood Forest
2. Give the name of three members of Robin Hood’s gang. 

  Three of Robin Hood’s gang are Little John, Friar Tuck and Allan-a-Dale.  (Accept other acceptable answers as well.
3. Where did Robin Hood and his men live? 
   Robin Hood and his men lived in Sherwood Forest.
4. Who was the enemy of Robin Hood? 

   The Sheriff of Notingham was the enemy of Robin Hood.__
5. Give two physical traits for Friar Tuck and two character traits.
   Allow any acceptable answer such as he was round, heavy, jolly, cunning, etc.
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ADJECTIVES

Highlight in yellow all adjectives in the following passage as in the example:
One of the greatest of the royal preserves was Sherwood Forest, near the town of Nottingham.  Here for some years lived one Hugh Fitzooth as Head Forester, with his wife and little son Robert.  The boy had been born in Lockesley town in the year 1160, records say, and was often called Lockesley, or Rob of Lockesley.  He was a handsome, well-built boy, and as soon as he was strong enough to walk, his chief delight was to go with his father into the forest.  As soon as his right arm grew strong enough, he learned to draw the long bow and shoot a true arrow.  On winter evenings his greatest joy was to hear his father tell of Will o’ the Green, the bold outlaw who for many summers defied the King’s Foresters and feasted with his men upon the King’s deer.  And on stormy days the boy learned to whittle out a straight shaft for the long bow, and fit it with grey goose feathers.
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New words: 1.Mass; 2. Gallant; 3. Solder; 4. Amnesty; 5. Outlaw











Definition








Synonyms








Use it in a meaningfully sentence








ROBIN 


  HOOD














LITTLE


  JOHN










































































 LITTLE-JOHN








Use it in a meaningfully sentence





1. They are going to the Christian Mass next Sunday at 11 o’clock.


2. Despite fierce competition she made a gallant effort to win the first medal of the championships.


3. He solders that piece of metal to mend the gadget.


4. Most political prisoners were freed under the terms of the amnesty.


5. The new law will outlaw smoking in public places.








Synonyms





  1. crowd


  2. brave, courageous


  3.  join


  4.  pardon


  5. proscribe








Definition





1. A religious ceremony in some Christian churches based on Christ's last meal.


2. Showing no fear of dangerous or difficult things.


3. A soft metal that is melted in order to join together pieces of metal.


4. A decision by a government that allows political prisoners to be free.


5. To make something illegal or unacceptable.





 





New words: 1.Mass; 2. Gallant; 3. Solder; 4. Amnesty; 5. Outlaw








  Cunning








A large man








Adventurous








Good-natured








Bold








   Strong








 Well-built








Love his parents





Enjoy shooting bow and arrow








Adventurous








Hot-headed








Handsome








ROBIN 


  HOOD





 I hope you have   enjoyed these activities.


See you soon!














